Biochemically silent posttransfusion non-A, non-B hepatitis interferes with superinfection by hepatitis A virus.
Superinfection of a silently non-A, non-B (NANB)-infected chimpanzee with hepatitis A virus (HAV) resulted in minimal liver enzyme elevations, lack of detectable HAV in stool, and questionable presence of HAV antigen in liver biopsy specimens obtained during the expected period of virus replication. Our findings indicate that even biochemically silent NANB hepatitis can strongly interfere with infection by at least one other hepatotrophic virus.